
Bern University of Applied Sciences - School of Agricultural, 
Forest and Food Sciences (BFH-HAFL) and ProSilva Switzerland

Presentation and role in the project



Main roles
… to provide expert support in establishing and 
measuring the marteloscope plots, 
… to link the established “living forest laboratories“ 
to the international platform 
www.martelage.sylvotheque.ch
… and to share its know-how and long-standing 
experience in close-to-nature forest management.







BFH-HAFL: Facts + Figures
Bern University of 
Applied Sciences (BFH)

School of Agricultural, Forest 
and Food Sciences (BFH-HAFL)

Established 1997 1967

Departments 8 HAFL

Bachelor degree 
programmes

32 4 (Agriculture, Forest Science, 
Food Science, Environmental 
and Ressource Management) 

Master degree 
programmes

27 2

Languages of 
instruction

German, French, 
English

German, French, 
English

Students ca. 8’000 ca. 890

Staff ca. 2’900 ca. 400



Multifunctional Forest Management
We develop practical, innovative solutions for the multifunctional and sustainable
management of forest ecosystems. We operate in a networked, fact-based and 
technology-oriented manner.



Harvesting
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Forest monitoring
> keep the big picture in mind

Forest management
> flexible steering and control

20-100y+ 
Long term forest
development

5-20y
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interventions

Tree marking

1-5y

Silvicultural knowhow and knowledge management
> training, follow-up, optimisation and further development of silvicultural 
concepts

Silvicultural
concepts

> map.admin.ch
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Disturbances
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time



Bern University of Applied Sciences - School of Agricultural, 
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Presentation and role in the project
Agriculture, Forestry, Food Science

Similar site conditions

Uneven-aged
15+ tree species

Even-aged
… almost only beech



Tending and thinning 

Transformation to uneven-aged ….

Close-to-nature sylviculture > influencing natural processes, step by step 
with clear targets ...

... regeneration cuts

... uneven-aged in 
demographic equilibrium

Tree marking / felling
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Close-to-nature sylviculture > influencing natural processes, step by step 
with clear targets, based on facts and evidences …

Tree species, 
mixtures, 

site conditions

Dynamics, effects 
of interventions 

and perturbations

Silvicultural 
techniques and 

silvicultural concepts

Biodiversity



Close-to-nature sylviculture > influencing natural processes, step by step 
with clear targets, based on facts and evidences …

Tree species, 
mixtures, 

site conditions

Dynamics, effects 
of interventions 

and perturbations

Silvicultural 
techniques and 

silvicultural concepts

Biodiversity

Challenges: 

• Realistic own 
representation of forest dynamics over several decades

• Broad knowledge of silvicultural techniques to 
influence natural processes

• Coordination of silvicultural interventions over time to 
efficiently provide relevant forest ecosystem services

• Capacity to handle highly complex systems and 
to face many different situations

• Capacity to adapt to major changes and crisis





Interactive tree 
map on internet 
and on 
smartphones for 
tree marking 
exercises

martelage.sylvotheque.ch

Photosphere (360°Panorama) > time travel

250+ silvicultural observation 
and/or training plots



> martelage.sylvotheque.ch 



Android

iOS

MSC Mobile





+ 3 y 



> info@prosilva.ch
> www.prosilva.ch

Stephan Hatt
Secretary ProSilvaSchweiz - 2026



ProSilvaSwitzerland – who we are

• Association of foresters from all over Switzerland who are
committed to the concept of Continuous Cover Forestry

• Founded 1992 as «Schweizerische Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Naturgemässe Waldwirtschaft» – ANW Schweiz

• 2026 about 260 members, more than half of whom are
foresters. 



ProSilvaSwitzerland – the board



ProSilvaSwitzerland – what we do

As a grassroots and user organisation, ProSilva develops highly
practical silvicultural knowledge across language, cantonal and, last 
but not least, ownership boundaries.

• We organise training courses and excursions, and in particular
yearly tree marking exercises. 

• We promote exchange with other practicians and experts. 

• We develop working tools such as our booklet «A brief guide to
Continuous Cover Forestry»











Guided virtual tours

Step 1

Step 2
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